Grafton City Council Proceedings

May 14, 2012

   Mayor John W. Bork convened the regular meeting of the Grafton City Council on Monday, May 14, 2012, 7:00 PM at Grafton City Hall. Answering roll call were Hicken, Hoffarth, Johanns, Kruger and Schotanus. Visitors were Darren Petersen, Bruce White, Dorothy Urbatsch, Pam Wirtjes and Christa Ostendorf. Kruger motioned, 2nd by Hoffarth to approve the agenda. Motion carried. Schotanus motioned, 2nd by Johanns to approve the minutes of the April 9, 2012 meeting. Motion carried.
   Visitors were given the opportunity to speak. Pam was here to express interest in the Housing Rehab Project. The information presented tonight was preliminary and we will have representatives from NIACOG and the Winn-Worth board coming in June to answer questions and explain the program in detail. 

   City superintendent, Chris Kruger gave an update on projects he has been working on the past month. 

   Darren Petersen discussed mosquito spraying. He will be willing to spray the town at the same rate as last year ($35 per time). Hicken motioned, 2nd by Johanns to have Darren spray again this year at the same rate. Motion carried.

   City Clerk presented the financial reports and past due utility accounts. There was good results in collecting on past due accounts. The stricter guidelines will continue to be enforced. Johanns motioned, 2nd by Schotanus to approve the financial reports as presented and pay all bills due to date. Motion carried. 

   Mayor Bork closed the regular meeting and opened the Public Hearing to approve the budget amendment to the fiscal 2012 budget (Resolution #2012-4). There being no objections either written or oral to this amendment, Johanns motioned, 2nd by Schotanus to approve the budget amendment. Upon roll call vote, all councilmen voted aye.  Resolution #2012-4 is passed, approved and adopted. Mayor Bork then closed the public hearing and reopened the regular meeting. 
   Bids were opened for sale of the Allis Chalmers tractor with belly mower. Johanns motioned, 2nd by Hoffarth to accept the bid of $1,200 from Steve Huebsch. Motion carried.

   The Housing Rehabilitation Grant Opportunity was discussed. Hicken motioned, 2nd by Johanns to pursue the project further and to go ahead and have representatives from NIACOG and Winn-Worth Betco attend the June council meeting to answer 

questions and explain the program in more detail. Motion carried. 

   A few areas needing property clean up were discussed. A new list of junk vehicles will also be acquired and once again be addressed.

   There was discussion regarding the ball diamond. We do not have anyone to manage it this year. Hicken will look into this further. 

   Old Business: Town clean up day went well. 4 people showed up for park clean up. The switchover from Alliant Energy to Heartland Power Coop on May 1st went well. Clerk showed council some of the rebates that are available for our residents. A letter will be sent out with the utility bills with information on available rebates. An update was given on the post office situation. For right now they will not be closing any post offices. The option now being considered is to reduce the open window hours which is a far better solution than totally closing the post offices. Mayor Bork suggested the city clerk be given 30 hours of paid vacation a year. (She has worked here 8 years). Hicken motioned, 2nd by Hoffarth to give the clerk 30 hours of vacation pay a year becoming effective July 1st which is the start of our fiscal year. Motion carried. Council did say there needs to be discussion regarding the details of this benefit. Clerk suggested that most towns have an employee handbook that spells out the details of vacation pay etc. 

   Hoffarth reported on the last Landfill Board meeting. Grafton will be having a hazardous waste clean up day in October. Details will be included in the September utility billing. 

   New Business:  Mayor Bork would like to check into getting a larger LP supply on hand for the Community Center since it is Grafton’s designated shelter in Grafton. He would also like to check into replacing one of the fuse panels in the community center. 
   There being no further business, Hicken motioned, 2nd by Johanns for adjournment. Motion carried and meeting adjourned at 8:48 PM. 

_________________________

John W. Bork, Mayor

Joann Nichols, City Clerk
